Octactis speculum

Kingdom Chromista

Phylum Ochrophyta

Class Dictyochophyceae
Genus Octactis

Species speculum

Description

Cells have one main flagellum, many yellow-brown chloroplasts and a regular, usually hexagonal silica skeleton with spines.
Naked stage in life cycle has one flagellum emerging from an apical depression and many yellow-brown chloroplasts. A naked

ameboid stage lacking flagella may also be present

Morphometrics

Dimensions of skeletons are 19-34 ym, not including spines. Naked flagellated stage measure 10-20 pm, flagellum 20-30 pm. A

second, usually not visible and very short flagellum is present
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